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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to Applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and §§ 1.97-1.98, 
Applicant hereby submits the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

Copies of documents cited on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 are not enclosed because 
they were previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent Office in U.S. Application Serial 
No. 10/059,686 filed January 29, 2002 and/or U.S. Application Serial No. 10/042,812 filed 
January 9, 2002. The above-identified application is a continuation of the '686 application, 
which is a continuation of the '812 application. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, an admission that any of these documents, alone or in 
any combination, is considered to be material to patentability, an admission that any of these 
documents is prior art as to the above-identified application, or an admission against interest in 
any manner. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action. Accordingly, no fee is due. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
September 28, 2004 

Si 
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David M. Sigmond 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Date of Signature 



Respectfully submitted, 

David M. Sigmond 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 34,013 
(303) 554-8371 
(303) 554-8667 (fax) 
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5, 949,135 


09/1999 


Washida et al. 
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Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




AP 






AQ 




Examiner 
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♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy 
of this form with your next communication to Applicant. 



